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CHESTER-LE-STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 
Bridge  End, 

Chester-le-Street 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1970. 

Proper  sewage  disposal  from  the  Public  Health  point  of  view  is 
vitally  important  and  for  this  reason  this  topic  has  been  selected  for 
inclusion  in  the  report.  It  is  only  when  things  go  wrong  that  the 
public  realise  the  importance  of  this  service. 

In  general  the  statistics  were  satisfactory  with  little  change  in 
the  death  rate  but  a considerable  rise  in  births.  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  fell  from  the  abnormal  figure  last  year  to  a figure  well  below 
the  average  for  the  County. 

The  Improvement  Grants  dealt  with  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  showed  a rise,  helping  towards  the  aim  of  satisfactory 
housing  for  all. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  towards  clean  and 
safe  food  continued.  The  number  of  prosecutions  for  offences  under 
the  Clean  Foods  Acts  was  4 but  quite  apart  from  this  more  evident 
aspect  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  work  the  necessary  day  to 
day  routine  but  unspectacular  work  necessary  to  ensure  safe  food- 
stuffs continued. 

I wish  to  thank,  in  addition  to  the  voluntary  workers,  the 
Chairman  and  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
support  and  help  and  also  the  various  members  of  the  staff  for 
their  efforts  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  L.  SIDDLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Offiicer  of  Health: 

JOHN  LANGLEY  SIDDLE,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

(Joint  appointment  with  R.D.C.  and  Durham  C.C.) 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

PHILIP  McKENNA,  m.a.p.h.i.,  c.r.s.h. 

Public  Health  Inspector: 

DAVID  LAURENCE  BURDON,  m.a.p.h.i. 
(resigned  July  1970) 

KEITH  ATKINSON,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(commenced  November  1970) 

Clerical  Staff: 

LINDA  ANNE  WRIGHT 

County  Area  No.  4 Clerk: 

VALERIE  McGURN 
(resigned  October  1970) 

MARGARET  ELIZABETH  MITCHISON 
(commenced  October  1970) 

Rodent  Operative: 

RICHARD  VICKERS 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICAL  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

1st  April,  1970  — 31st  March,  1971 

Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,656  Acres 

Population  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,870 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . . . . . 7,453 

Terrace  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,831 

Detached  houses  . . . . . . 222 

Semi-detached  houses  . . . . . . . . 2,042 

Farm  houses  and  cottages  . . . . . . 8 

Houses  and  shops  combined  . . . . 40 

Council  houses  . . . . . . . . . . 3,358 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . . . £667,400 

Estimated  Product  of  the  penny  rate  . . . . . . £6,409 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1970 
was  20,870. 


The  growth  of  population  since  the  war  has  been  very  slow  as 
can  be  seen  from  the  following  figures. 


1949 

1950 
1955 
1960 
1965 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 


. . 17,507 
. . 18,620 
. . 18,370 
. . 18,770 
. . 19,720 
. . 20,300 
. . 20,650 
. . 20,800 
. . 20,870 


1951 

1961 

Ward 

Census  Figures 

Census  Figures 

North 

. . 5,471 

5,376 

West 

. . 3,775 

3,494 

Central 

. . 2,859 

2,303 

South 

..  1,532 

4,407 

Pelton  Fell 

. . 3,028 

2,931 

Chester  Moor 

. . 873 

457 

Births 

In  1970  there  were  361  live  births  (crude  birth  rate  17.3)  as 
compared  with  297  in  1969  (crude  birth  rate  14.3) 


Mi 

lie 

Fez 

nale 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegi- 

timate 

Legitimate 

Illegi- 

timate 

Live  Births 

164 

8 

185 

4 

361 

Still  Births 

4 

— 

3 

— 

7 

Total  Births 

168 

8 

188 

4 

368 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Births:  1.03. 

The  Ratio  of  the  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  to  the  National  Rate  was  1.11. 


Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  for  1970  was  290  as 
compared  with  284  in  1969. 


The  Crude  Death  Rates  being  13.9  for  1970,  and  13.7  for  1 969. 
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Table  i 

BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1970 


Rate  per 

1,000  live 
Births 

3§B  JO 
jbsA  | japun 
sqjB3Q  pqox 

c J O r i 

oo  on 

c 

.2 

-2 

3 

a 

o 

a 

o 

rs 

«- 

<D 

a 

<u 

C3 

•4— > 

G 

asnasip  jJBaq 

DIJOJ3pSOIJ9tJB 

puB  Ajbuojo^ 

2.9 

3.06 

3.93 

smpuojg 
‘Sunq  iusB[do3]s[ 

JUBuSljBJAi 

0.62 

0.71 

0.76 

snqBqdsaua 
-oqod  t$  sijipXui 
-oqog  stnoy 

o o o 

o o o 

o d © 

(SUUOJ  HB) 

siso[noj3qnx 

0.03  ' 

0.04 

0.09 

Bzusnyuj 

0.15 

0.14 

0.24 

1 

Biuomnauj 

t CO  l/“> 

oo  vO  O 

o d -2 

3 

C 

G 

< 

qSno^  SuidooqA\ 

o © o 

O'  © © 

odd 

BuaqjqdiQ 

000 

000 

000 

sasnBX  qy 

11.7 

11.8 

13.9 

Rate  per 
1,000  Total 
Births 

sip-ng  mis 

13.0 

13.0 

19.0 

Rate  per 
1,000  Total 
Population 

sqtJig  3Aiq 

16.0 

15.0 

17.3 

i 


S/5 

u 

-J 

< 

H 

£ 

>- 

H 

W 

w 

Q 

z 

K 

oS 

H 

Z 

< 

— J 

o 

u 

CO 

1 

u 

Q 

Z 

s 

■ 

a£ 

< 

< 

w 

H 

i-l 

0 

i 

2 

z 

a 

w 

0. 

u 

5 


s: 

a 


vo 


>n 

'r, 


MIN 

1 ^ I 

1 ^ 

1 ^ 

1 f | X N O'  m,  c ; r'  i r-^j  — ri 

1 1 1 

i 04  ! 

1 1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 (N  — <N  — 

1 ! 1 

m r-  I — I iri  -xj" 


X 


■st  ^ I m — I C4  X oo 
ri  ! — 


<N 


VO  I VO 


mn  I CM 


m 


oo 

oo 


cn 

x 


IT) 

X 


>n 

cn 


V~) 

(N 


in 


IT) 


r i — 


rn 


NO  i - 


on 

(N 


m 


ON 


(N 


<N 

w 

hJ 

02 

< 

H 


cu  ^ 

^2—  ? 
£:  > 


* o,  J_ 

~2r  ^ 

2 &o 


M2 


<5 

Cb 

Q 


»3 

4j 

-»* 

£ 


m 


— C4  — (N  <N 

in\i--«nco^rtOc't\l'N  — ri 

— - — 

^ ^ _ 

M 

1 (N  <N  —>  — 

r4 

\ m t3" 

— r- 

I (NrN|to^r^oNaN^oc(N 

1 cn 

1 T— 1 1—1  1—H  1 ■ fNj  1— . ^ r , | 

X 

y — 1 

IT)  ^ — 

1 

1 

VO 

c/3 

O C/3 
— 03 
r~  — 1 ^ 
E O 51 
03  — 03 
22  0/  c/3 

£-§5 

O 

b >>.-5 

O Jr  c/3 

2 O as 

03  X s— 

— £3  o3 

‘s-s^ 

C/3  M— . 

03  c/3  x 

(DC 

Qi 


X 

CD  r_, 

i'~ 

o 


• CD 

• c 

o 

s— 

c“ 


<D 


Of) 


C/3 

C ^ 
_ CD 


03 

•4— ■* 

03 

-4—* 

C/3 

o 


C — 

oo  £ -i  CO 


c c c 

C/3  c/3  C/3  C/3 

c3  03  o3  o3 


•/c/Erararawcc: 

o3  -cr  — — -r  — 


C 

C/3 

— 

Cl 

O 

CD 

z 


<D 

C/3 

03 
c/3  OD 

>>.S2 
00  Q 

C/3 

3 r 

O o3 
> CD 

a3X 

z 


CD 

C/3 

• 03 

• 03 

C/3 

<D  Q 

C/3  ^ 

03  +-. 


CD 


C/3 

O 


CD 

2 UJ 

3 03  _ 

h J O 


2. 

OD 

JO 


caca 

o o o o 

<D  03  CD  OD 

zzzz 

4— > -4—3  4—*  4— > 

c c c c 

03  o3  o3  o3 

c c c e 
ofl  oi)  oo  on 


a 

o 

03 

z 

c 

o3 

C 

00 


C/3 

c a 

03  EC 
§>“ 
=5  2 

*—  C/3 
■Z  <D 


O ol  ^ 

EQ 


(U  o3 

(/)  c/3  03 

cj  <L> 

(uQr 

C/3  ^ 


03  c3  cd  cd  c3  -1-  ^3 

2SS2SOQ 


C/3 

03 

£ 33 
03  j— 

0/  r; 

oo  Om 

Q o 

Eh  C 
CD  O 
X M- 
t3  X 

OU 


o3 

03 

X 

CD 


03 

> 

C/3 

C 

03 


Eh  03 
03  c3 
CL_C 
>.  CD 

XX 


c 

• X ‘ 

‘ C/3 

>3 

c o 

>3 

• 2. 

• o • 

4— > 

03 
CD  — 
c/3  — 1 
03  CD 
OD  *— 

.52  (J  • 

Eh  O 

03  C/3 
■22  QD  . 

E 1/5 

C3  03 
£ 33 
03  c/3 
> • - 03 
OQ  N 

X)  E 03 

03  W E 

03  a ^ 

uo£ 


c 

03 


5 

’c 

o 

E 

23 

03 

C 

0- 


03 

E 

CD 

C/3 

>3 

X 

a 


LU 

x 

c 

c 3 


03 

c/3 

>3 

CO 

>3 


03 

2- 

"a 

C/3 

CD 


C/3 

03 

C/3 

o3 

03 

C/3 


.5 

"£ 

Eh 

03 

X 

X 

C 

03 

C 

o 


22 

03 

c/3 

>3 

CO 

03 

> 


c 

03 


c/3 

CO  -5 

>3  ^ 

Eh 

03 
C 


c/3 

03 

00 


C/3 


c/3 

o 

Qx 

be  & 

Z 


CO 

03 

v-  OD 

X "OD 
1 

2Eo 
'5  6 


C/3 

c 

CD  O 

3—*  “ 

OD  -t2 
.■O 
e.  c 


o 

X) 

o3 

X 


O 

CD 

•o 

43 

C 

oc 

43 

-a 


C/3 

X 


X 

c 

03 


CD 

C/3 

■r  x 


03  CD 

cEE 

cQx 

c 


< 


22  03  Q “) 


03 

£ 

X 


Eh 

43 

X 


a 

E-  ^ to  43 

cq  < O Cu 


C/D 

QEQ 


O 03 


>3 

Eh 

23 


Eh 

03 


C/3 

03 

C/3 

03 

43 

C/3 


X g- 

OZOQUffl  co  ’< 


c c 

03  “ 1 

Oflx 
c — 
o .b 


o3 

C/D 

E 03 
O X 

4-*  4—* 

aO 
E _ 
>.-x 


C/3 

43 


c • 

I”-  C/3 
X C/3 

43  3 

4—3 

■£U 

£ 03 

x £ 

4) 

4—* 

X 

x 

Eh 

43 
X 


03 

CO 

X 

e 

o3 

03 

X 


CZ3 

LU 

C/3 

D 

C 

u 


j 

< 

j 

< 

H 

O 

H 


3 — 
CO  < 


6 


The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year: 


Table  3 


Causes  of  Death 

1969 

1970 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Per  cent 
of  total 
Deaths 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Per  cent 
of  total 
Deaths 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 

System 

154 

54.2 

168 

57.7 

2.  Cancer 

46 

16.2 

40 

13.7 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

41 

14.4 

47 

16.2 

4.  Violent: 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  (0) 

Suicide  (2)  . . 

10 

6.3 

9 

3.1 

5.  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

2 

0.7 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  for  1970  was  291  as 
compared  with  284  in  1969. 


Cancer 

There  was  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer 
from  46  to  40.  Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  were  still  most 
common  and  numbered  16  (14  male:  2 female). 

Almost  half  of  the  cancer  deaths  were  below  the  age  of  65  years. 


Coronary  Artery  Disease 

Deaths  from  this  cause  rose  to  82  for  the  year  (54  males  and 

28  female)  from  76  in  1969.  Details  of  age  and  sex  distribution  were 
as  follows: 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

35—44.. 

4 

45—54.  . 

10 

55—64.  . 

. . 13 

3 

65—74.  . 

..  15 

9 

75+  . . 

..  12 

16 

54 

28 

Total 

4 

10 

16 

24 

28 

82 


The  death  rate  from  coronary  disease  was  3.93  per  1,000  popu- 
lation. 


Respiratory  Diseases 

There  was  another  increase  in  deaths  from  this  cause  during 
1970.  Figures  for  the  past  3 years  have  been,  1968-39;  1969-41; 
1970-47.  There  were  22  deaths  from  pneumonia  as  compared  with 
5 the  previous  year. 
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Violent  Deaths 

The  number  fell  considerably  as  compared  with  the  figure  for 
1969  (18)  there  being  10  deaths  which  came  under  this  heading. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1970  of  children  under  1 year  of  age 
was  5.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  14  being  a considerable  fall 
from  the  figure  of  24  for  1969. 

3 of  the  infants  who  died  during  the  year  were  under  4 weeks 
old.  One  of  the  deaths  came  under  the  heading  of  accident,  the 
others  all  being  due  to  congenital  anomalies  or  birth  injuries. 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 

( 1 ) Laboratory  F aciiities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle,  is  in  the  New  Insti- 
tute of  Pathology  at  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

The  Director  is  Dr.  J.  H.  Hale. 

The  Laboratory  continued  to  help  the  department  by  carrying 
out  bacteriological  examinations  of  various  samples  (water,  ice- 
cream, etc.)  submitted  by  the  Health  Department. 

(2)  Health  Service  Provided  by  the  County  Council 

The  administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  areas,  Chester-le- 
Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 Area.  For  each  area 
a Health  Sub  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  exercise  on  behalf  of 
the  County  Health  Committee,  certain  functions  relating  to  services 
under  the  National  Health  Act,  1946. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
statistics  concerning  the  services  in  this  part  of  the  report. 

{a)  Health  Visitor  Service 

The  number  of  Health  Visitors  in  the  area  is  2. 

( b ) Clinics 

The  Mains  Farm  House,  West  Lane  Clinic  is  used  to  provide 
accommodation  for  various  clinics  run  by  the  County  Council: 

Telephone  number:  Chester  le  Street  3286. 

Ante-natal 
Relaxation 
Child  Welfare 
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Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

National  dried  milk,  orange  juice  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin 
tablets  are  distributed  from  the  Welfare  Centre  as  follows: 

Tuesday — all  day 
Wednesday — morning  only 

(c)  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Working  m the  district  are  3 district  midwives.  A summary  of 
the  work  done  is  given  below: 

Work  undertaken  during  year: 

Midwifery  cases  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..129 

Maternity  cases  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Hospital  discharges  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..251 


(d)  Home  Nursing 

Working  in  the  district  there  are  5 district  nurses.  A summary 
of  the  work  done  is  given  below: 


Medical 

Surgical 

Infectious  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 
Maternal  complications 
Patients  over  65  years 
Patients  under  5 years 
Visits  for  injection  only 


Cases 

Visits 

481 

11,929 

220 

4,360 

1 

14 

15 

648 

2 

27 

426 

10,794 

19 

100 

— 

7,358 

(e)  Ambulance  Depot 

The  Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  is  served  principally  by  the 
Ambulance  Depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road,  Chester-le-Sticet.  The 
Depot  has  an  establishment  of  1 depot  superintendent  4 senior 
drivers  and  12  drivers  with  7 vehicles,  5 of  which  are  dual  purpose. 
There  is  a 24-hour  coverage  from  the  depot  but  in  case  of  emergency 
a service  is  supplied  from  other  depots.  Overall  control  is  exercised  by 
a Central  Control  at  Durham  where,  by  a system  of  direct  telephone 
lines  and  radio,  close  supervision  is  kept  on  vehicles  operating  in  all 
parts  of  the  County,  thus  enabling  any  area  to  be  reinforced  as 
necessary. 

All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  in  the  area  are  made  to 
Central  Control  at  Durham,  where  a 24-hour  service  is  maintained. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Chester- 
le-Street  depot  during  the  year,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  these 
figures  will  include  patients  from  areas  other  than  the  Urban  District 
and  that  the  conveyance  of  patients  residing  in  the  Urban  District 
is  not  restricted  to  the  Chester-le-Street  depot,  but  may  be  under- 
taken by  vehicles  from  other  depots  passing  through  the  area. 
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Patients  Carried 

Journeys 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

5,398 

(5,376) 

4,269 

(3,437) 

17,837 

(16,784) 

22,106 

(20,221) 

137,141 

(134,643) 

(/)  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where  nec- 
essary in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  household 
emergencies. 


Cases  attended  1st  January,  1970  . . . . . . . . 486 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  31st  January,  1970  . . 323 

New  cases  served  during  1970  . . . . . . . . . . 195 

Cases  terminated  during  1970  . . . . . . . . . . 158 

Cases  attended  at  31st  December,  1970  . . . . . . 523 

Type  of  Cases  Served  during  the  year: 

(a)  Maternity  (Including  expectant  mothers)  . . . . 4 

(b)  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(c)  Chronic  Sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  . . . . 659 

0 d ) Others  17 


(g)  Pre  vention  of  Illness  and  After-Care 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  Dur- 
ham County  Council  supply  nursing  requisites  on  loan  to  those 
needing  them.  A small  store  of  articles  is  now  available  at  short  notice 
at  the  No.  4 Area  Health  Office,  Bridge  End. 

(/?)  School  Health  Service 

The  school  Health  Services  in  the  area  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  The  Service  provides  for  systematic  medical  exam- 
ination of  pupils  in  the  school  and  dental  treatment  of  school  child- 
ren. 


The  school  clinic  for  the  area  is  now  at  Chester-le-Street. 


(3)  Hospital  Services 

Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board 


Durham 


Benfield  Road, 
Walkergate, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Dryburn  Hospital., 
Durham. 
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General: 

Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham 
County  Hospital,  Durham 
St  Margaret's  Hospital,  Durham 
General  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street 
Highfield  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street 
Maternity : 

Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham 
Infectious  Diseases: 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Gateshead 

Langley  Park  Isolation  Hospital,  (emergency  reserve) 

Tuberculosis: 

Chest  Clinic,  General  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street 
Mass  Radiography  Unit,  Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham 
Maiden  Law  Hospital,  Lanchester 
Mental: 

Winterton  Hospital,  Sedgefield 
Aycliffe  Hospital 
Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 
Earls  House,  Hospital 
General  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street 
Venereal  Diseases: 

General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

(4)  Executive  Council 

The  Executive  Council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  General  Practitioners 
Services  in  the  District. 

The  General  Practitioner  Services  consist  of  the  Family  Doctor 
Service,  The  General  Dental  Service,  the  Pharmaceutical  Service  and 
the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service,  each  providing  the  patient 
with  the  individual  attention  needed.  These  services  are  available  to 
all  civilians  according  to  their  medical  need. 

There  are  12  general  practitioners  practising  in  the  Urban  Area. 

(5)  National  Assistance  Act  1948 

(a)  Meals  on  Wheels 

As  a result  of  a Ministry  Circular  on  the  organisation  of  meals 
on  wheels  a report  was  made  to  the  Health  Committee.  No 
change  in  the  general  running  of  the  service  was  introduced  but 
it  was  agreed  that  at  some  future  date  a special  kitchen  would 
probably  be  needed  for  this  service. 

The  service  has  run  smoothly  during  the  year.  The  Women’s 
Royal  Voluntary  Service  and  Rodney  Dresses  must  once  again  be 
thanked  for  their  efforts  without  which  the  service  would  not  at 
present  be  able  to  run. 


In  all  5,402  meals  were  served  as  compared  with  5,426  in  1969. 

( b ) Luncheon  Clubs 

The  meals  served  at  the  three 

clubs  during 

the  year  were  as 

follows: 

Bullion  Hall 

5,869 

(4,780) 

South  Pelaw 

4,498 

(4,397) 

Pelton  Lell 

4,418 

(4,236) 

14,785 

(13,413) 
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The  service  continued  throughout  the  year  with  only  minor 
difficulties.  As  has  been  the  case  since  the  start  of  the  service,  volun- 
tary helpers,  carried  out  the  work  of  setting  the  tables,  serving  and 
generally  helping  at  the  clubs. 

(c)  Holidays  for  the  Aged 

This  year  was  the  fifth  year  that  a party  of  pensioners  has  been 
sent  by  the  Council  for  a holiday  in  Southport. 

There  were  43  applications  for  the  24  holidays  and  the  final 
selection  was,  as  for  previous  years,  based  on  age  and  length  of  time 
since  last  holiday. 

Voluntary  helpers  to  go  with  the  party  were  provided  by  the 
Co-operative  Women's  Guild. 

An  enjoyable  and  beneficial  holiday  was  had  by  all  and  many 
grateful  letters  were  received  afterwards. 

(d)  Books  on  Wheels 

During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  that  the  meals  on  wheels 
van  could  be  used  by  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service  for  a 
modified  Books  on  Wheels  service  for  the  old  people  of  the  town. 

(6)  Chiropody — Aged  Persons 

Clinics  continued  to  be  held  in  the  Bullion  Hall;  South  Pelaw 
Hall;  Village  Hall,  Pelton  Fell;  and  Chester  Moor  Recreation  Room. 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  organise  the  sessions  wiih  the 
aid  of  a grant  from  the  Durham  County  Council.  In  each  case  the 
Urban  District  Council  permit  the  use  of  their  premises  for  the 
clinics. 

Treatments  given  were  as  follows: 

Number  of  persons  . . . . . . 311 

Number  of  treatments  . . . . 926 

Health  Education 

Co-operation  with  the  County  Council  Health  Department  in 
National  Publicity  schemes  continued  as  in  the  past. 

The  County  Council  Health  Department  also  select  monthly 
topics  for  which  posters,  leaflets  etcetera  are  made  available  for 
suitable  distribution.  Where  appropriate  these  efforts  have  been 
supported. 

Other  Topics 

During  the  year  various  other  health  matters  have  been  the 
subject  of  discussion.  The  possibility  of  a day  centre  for  relatives  of 
stroke  victims  was  investigated  but  in  view  of  difficulties  encountered 
no  progress  was  made  during  the  year. 
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SEWAGE  WORKS— CHESTER-LE-STREET 


Biological  Filters 


: . 


View  of  Flow  Dividing  Chamber 


Recirculation  Pump  House 


SECTION  C 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
1.  Water 

Piped  water  is  supplied  to  the  town  by  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board.  Routine  samples  are  taken  by  the  Public  Health  In- 
spector and  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  at  fairly  frequent 
intervals  and  additional  samples  are  submitted  in  the  case  of  a com- 
plaint. 10  samples  were  taken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


One  sample  of  water  was  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  during 
the  year  following  complaints,  the  result  is  given  below: 


Appearance 

Cloudy  with 

a considerable 

brown  flocculent  deposit 

Odour 

None 

pH  value 

6.6 

Parts  per  M 

Total  solid  matter  (dried  at  180°C) 

70 

Nitrogen: 

as  free  and  saline  ammonia 

0.01 

as  albuminoid  ammonia  . . 

0.03 

as  nitrate  . . 

0.3 

Hardness: 

Temporary 

15 

Permanent 

20 

Total 

35 

Chloride 

10 

Sulphate 

27 

Alkalinity 

15 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hrs. 

0.60 

Metals: 

Calcium 

10 

Magnesium 

2 

Sodium 

5 

Potassium 

1 

Lead 

Less  than  0.1 

Copper 

Less  than  0.1 

Iron 

0.5 

Microscopy  of  deposit 

Typical  Mains 

Insoluble  matter 

145 

water  itself  was  of  good  quality  and  frse  from  or^ 

Report: 

“T1 

impurities  but  it  contained  an  objectionable  amount  of  mains  silt  in 
suspension.  The  presence  of  so  much  silt  may  indicate  either  ihat  the 
mains  in  the  vicinity  require  flushing  or  that  they  have  recently  been 
repaired  or  disturbed  by  new  connections.” 

Water  Consumption 

Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  is  in  the  Northern  Division  of 
the  Durham  County  Water  Board.  The  consumption  of  water  in 
this  Northern  Division  remained  much  the  same  as  for  the  previous 
year. 

Domestic  gallons  Trade  gallons 

per  head , per  day  per  head , per  day  Total 


by 


1968 

. . 

30 

15 

45 

1969 

31 

16 

47 

1970 

. . 

31 

16 

47 

73  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
Durham  County  Water  Board  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Sewage  Works 

The  special  subject  chosen  for  comment  in  the  1970  Annual 
Report  is  the  Sewage  Works.  The  report  below  has  been  written  by 
Mr.  N.  McLane  the  Sewage  Works  Manager  who  has  held  this 
position  for  10  years. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  works  and  the  surrounding  area 
is  a credit  to  Mr.  McLane  and  his  staff  who  always  maintain  it  in  a 
clean  and  tidy  state. 

“Facilities  for  sewage  disposal  have  existed  in  Chester-le-Steret 
since  before  1909. 

The  works  at  that  time  consisted  of  settlement  tanks  and  contact 
beds.  Sludge  disposal  was  by  irrigation. 

In  1932  a modern  sewage  disposal  works  was  built  on  the  same 
site.  These  works  consisted  of  horizontal  flow  settlement  tanks, 
percolating  filters,  humus  tanks  and  again  sludge  disposal  was  carried 
out  by  irrigation  on  a sludge  disposal  area  on  the  east  side  of  the 
River  Wear. 

These  works  were  extensively  improved  in  1965  at  a cost  of 
£217,000.  The  extensions  provided  radial  flow  settlement  tanks  and 
humus  tanks,  extra  filtration  capacity,  facilities  for  grit  removal  and 
a further  5 acres  of  land  for  sludge  disposal. 

The  works  now  deal  with  sewage  from  the  whole  for  the  Urban 
District  of  Chester-le-Street  parts  of  the  Rural  District  as  far  as 
North  Lodge  and  the  area  formerly  draining  into  the  Grange  Villa 
sewage  disposal  works. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1971,  the  works  gave  full 
treatment  to  an  average  daily  flow  of  991,836  gallons.  Approxi- 
mately 20,000  gallons  per  day  of  liquid  sludge  is  disposed  of  and 
the  works  are  operated  by  a Manager  and  three  workmen. 

The  effluent  from  the  works  is  discharged  into  the  River  Wear 
and  has  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  River  Board." 

Petition 

In  June  a petition  was  received  by  the  Council  from  residents 
complaining  of  the  smell  from  the  works. 

The  occurance  of  this  smell  is  a regular  event  in  June  each  year 
when  a warm  dry  spell  of  weather  causes  the  sludge  land  to  smell 
and  a light  breeze  wafts  it  towards  the  houses. 
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After  due  consideration  it  was  decided  that  more  intensive  use  of  a 
chemical  deodorant  should  be  tried  before  considering  more  expensive 
additional  treatment  equipment.  After  the  month  of  June  there  were 
no  further  complaints  during  the  year. 

A description  and  photograph  of  the  sewage  works  are  included 
in  the  Report. 

2.  Disinfestations 

During  the  year  treatment  was  carried  out  in  52  premises  in 
order  to  deal  with  infestations  of  various  types. 

3.  Clean  Air  Act  1956  - 1968 

There  were  no  serious  problems  arising  from  atmospheric  pol- 
lution during  the  year. 

Complaints  of  smoke  emission  from  industrial  premises  were 
dealt  with  informally  when  the  desired  improvement  was  usually 
obtained. 

The  Council  has  not  declared  smoke  control  areas  in  the  district 
consequently  any  decrease  in  atmospheric  pollution  from  domestic 
chimneys  is  mainly  due  to  householders  voluntarily  changing  over 
to  the  use  of  smokeless  fuels. 

4.  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1954 

At  the  end  of  the  year  tffire  were  sixteen  scrap  metal  dealeis 
registered  by  the  authority. 

The  Council  is  required  to  keep  a register  of  such  dealers  and  to 
register  upon  application,  any  scrap  metal  dealer  trading  from 
premises  in  the  area. 

5.  Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

Four  licenses  for  the  keeping  of  pet  shops  were  issued  during 

year. 

6.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

Mr.  McKenna,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  is  the  officer 
approved  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act  gives  the  following  report: 

18  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  making  a total  of 
196  registered  premises.  125  General  Inspections  were  made  and  45 
other  inspections  were  made,  mainly  re-visits  and  accident  investi- 
gations. During  inspections  219  contraventions  were  found. 

No  fatal  accidents  occured  at  any  of  these  premises  and  only  6 
accidents  necessitating  absence  of  three  days  or  more  from  work 
were  notified. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  during 
the  year. 
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Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

9 

53 

26 

Retail  Shops 

9 

114 

89 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

— 

1 

— 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 



28 

10 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

18 

196 

125 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises  under 
the  Act:  170. 


In  this  schedule 

“general  inspection'’  means  any  inspection  of  premises  to  which  the  Act 
applies  which  is  undertaken  for  the  purposes  of  ascertaining  whether  all  the  rele- 
vant provisions  of  the  Act  and  instruments  thereunder  are  complied  with  as 
respects  those  premises;  and  “registered  premises”  means  any  premises  in  re- 
spect of  which  a notice  under  Section  49  of  the  Act  has  been  received  by  a local 
authority  or  by  the  Greater  London  Council  and  the  expression  “premises  reg- 
stered”  shall  be  construed  accordingly. 


Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

Number  of 
Contraventions  found 

Section 

Number  of 

Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness 

8 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

1 

6 

Temperature 

22 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

2 

7 

Ventilation 

4 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

1 

8 

Lighting 

15 

16 

Floors,  passage  & stairs 

50 

9 

Sanitary 

conveniences 

25 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts 
machinery 

26 

10 

Washing 

facilities 

20 

24 

First  Aid 

23 

50 

Information  for 
employees 

22 

Total 

219 
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(b)  Reported  Accidents 


Workplace 

Number 

f? &nn  vt/?r1 

Total 

Number 

Investi- 

gated 

Action  recommended 

No 

Action 

Fatal 

Non- 

Fatal 

Prose- 

cution 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Advice 

Retail  Shops 

— 

4 

2 

— - 

■ — - 

2 

— 

Catering 
establishments 
open  to  public, 
canteens 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Retail  Shops 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public,  canteens 

Machinery 

1 

— 

Transport 

— 

2 

Falls  of  persons 

2 

— 

Electricity 

1 

— 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 
by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

336 

Retail  Shops 

768 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses 

19 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . . 

264 

Canteens  ... 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

Total 

1,389 

Total  Males 

488 

Total  Females 

901 
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Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 


Only  four  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were  reported  during  the 
year.  These  nuisances  arose  from  the  use  of  pneumatic  road  drills 
The  contractors  concerned  were  asked  to  fix  silencers  to  these  drills 
and  this  was  done,  without  recourse  to  formal  action. 

The  national  press  and  television  are  now  giving  greater  pub- 
licity to  the  danger  of  environmental  pollution  due  to  excessive  noise. 
It  is  only  right  that  the  position  should  be  carefully  watched  but  at 
the  present  time  excessive  noise  has  not  become  a major  problem  in 
this  district. 


Industrial 

Commercial 

Domestic 

Total 

Number  of  nuisances 
confirmed 

4 

4 

Number  of  nuicances 
remedied  informally 

4 

■ — 

- — 

4 

Number  of  abatement 
notices  under  Section  1 . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  nuisance  orders 
under  Section  1 . . 

— 

- — • 

— 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

PART  ONE  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  the  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in- 
spections made  by  the  PuUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Numb( 

?r  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

1.  Factories  in  which  sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority.  . 









2.  Factories  not  included  in  1,  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  . . 

46 

28 

8 



3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
worker’s premises)  . . 

4 

1 

1 

Total 

50 

29 

9 

— - 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Premises 

Number  of  cases  in  which  de  fects 

Number  of 
cases  in 
prosecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted 

(6) 

Referred 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient.. 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

8 

5 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  . . 

3 

Total  . . 

9 

6 

3 

1 

— • 
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10.  RATS  AND  MICE  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests)  Act,  1949 


Type  of  p 

roperty 

Non- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

8,869  (8,699) 

10  (10) 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (includ- 
ing nearby  premises)  inspected  foil- 
ing notification 

358  (435) 

- (-) 

(b)  Number  infested  by: — 

(i)  Rats 

137  (145) 

(-) 

(ii)  Mice 

49  (36) 

(-) 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

235  (181) 

9 (5) 

( b ) Number  infested  by: — .. 

(i)  Rats 

53  (45) 

(— ) 

(ii)  Mice 

36  (19) 

(-) 

( Last  years  figures  are  given  in  parenthesis) 


Rodent  Control 

179  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  were  received  during  the 
year  a decrease  of  7 on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  your  rodent  operator  was  586 
which  included  investigation  and  “follow-up”  treatments. 


Investigations  of  Infestation  Complaints 


Notification 

Visits  by  Rodent  Operative 
following  complaints 

Insects  etc. 

January 

22 

79 

2 

February 

15 

53 

1 

March 

20 

59 

2 

April  . . 

20 

64 

1 

May  . . 

16 

31 

8 

June  . . 

12 

11 

12 

July 

10 

42 

8 

August 

8 

16 

7 

September 

10 

39 

6 

October 

18 

42 

1 

November 

20 

89 

2 

December 

29 

61 

2 

Total  . . 

200 

586 

52 
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Sewer  Treatments 

The  annual  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  baits  were  laid  in  198  manholes.  There  were  4 takes  recorded 
indicating  small  infestation  of  rats.  The  number  of  visits  made  in 
this  connection  was  220. 


SECTION  D 

There  were  4 Council  houses  completed  during  the  year.  6 were 
completed  by  private  builders. 


Houses  Built  since  1953. 


1953-1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Total 

New  Permanent 
Council  Houses 

468 

116 

129 

122 

70 

43 

84 

53 

54 

109 

65 

33 

16 

26 

4 

1,392 

Re-Lets 

260 

49 

101 

76 

1 IS 

146 

117 

104 

122 

157 

113 

130 

138 

206 

178 

2,015 

Private 

64 

14 

8 

23 

39 

72 

98 

131 

143 

120 

184 

143 

161 

138 

6 

1,344 

Rehousing 

Rehousing  on  medical  priority  was  granted  to  8 families  during 
the  year,  8 families  were  rehoused  from  condemned  property. 

Rehousing  from  condemned  property  for  the  past  nine  years: 


1962  ..  ..  28 

1963  ..  ..  49 

1964  . . . . 23 

1965  . . . . 40 

1966  ..  ..  21 

1967  ..  ..  31 

1968  ..  ..  19 

1969  ..  ..  19 

1970  . . . . 8 


Slum  Clearance 

There  were  no  representations  made  to  the  Health  Commttee 
during  the  year  regarding  unfit  houses  considered  to  be  incapable  of 
repair  at  a reasonable  cost. 

Improvement  Grants 

Standard  Grants 

During  the  year  72  applications  for  standard  grants  were  ap- 
proved an  increase  of  30  on  the  previous  year. 

Fifty-three  houses  were  improved  with  grant  aid — an  increase 
of  nineteen  on  the  previous  year. 
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A summary  of  the  work  done  in  this  connection  since  1959  is 
given  below: 


1970 

Total 

1959/1970 

Number  of  applications  approved 

72 

373 

Number  of  houses  improved 

53 

302 

Amount  paid  in  Grants 

..  £10,922 

£47,678 

Amenities  provided 

Fixed  Baths 

41 

250 

Wash  Hand  Basins 

43 

367 

Sinks 

17 

17 

Hot  Water  Supply 

43 

301 

Water  Closet  inside  dwelling 

51 

291 

Food  storage  accommodation 

7 

196 

Discretionary  Grants 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  for  the 

first  time,  the 

Council 

decided  in  suitable  cases  to  approve  grants  being  made  to  owners 
for  the  improvement  of  private  dwellinghouses. 

Although  only  one  application  for  grant  was  approved  during 
the  year  under  review  it  is  anticipated  that  many  owners  will  be 
anxious  to  modernise  their  homes. 


Qualification  Certificates 

The  Housing  Act  1969  provides  that  an  owner  of  a dwelling 
having  controlled  tenancy  may  make  application  for  a qualification 
certificate  to  enable  him  to  apply  to  the  Rent  Officer  for  the  tenancy 
to  be  changed  to  a Regulated  tenancy  subject  to  the  dwelling  being 
provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities  and  being  in  a state  of  good 
repair. 

Eleven  applications  were  received  during  the  year  but  only  one 
certificate  was  issued. 

In  the  remaining  cases  the  qualifying  conditions  were  not  met 
and  the  owners  were  informed  and  given  the  opportunity  of  bringing 
these  dwellings  up  to  standard. 


SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 

Premises  to  which  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 
apply  placed  in  groups  according  to  principal  trade: — 
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Licenced  Clubs  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

General  Dealers  . . . . . . . . 39 

Dispensing  Chemists  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Confectioner  (Sweets)  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Confectioner  (Bakery)  . . . . . . . . 8 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Butcher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  . . . . . . . . 8 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . 21 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiters  . . . . . . . . 6 

Canteens  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Ice  Cream  Factories  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Wet  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Bakery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

School  Kitchens  and  Canteens  . . . . . . 5 

Pasteurised  Liquid  Egg  Factory  . . . . . . 1 


Total  ..  ..134 


Date  Stamping  of  Food 

An  increasng  number  of  firms  engaged  in  food  manufacture 
have  now  adopted  date  codings  for  their  perishable  foods. 

These  codings  are  intended  to  indicate  to  the  retailer  the  final 
date  on  which  such  foods  may  be  offered  for  sale  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

Unfortunately  some  shopkeepers  do  not  appear  to  have  had 
these  coding  systems  explained  to  them  or  just  ignore  them.  Con- 
sequently food  is  too  frequently  exposed  for  sale  after  its  recom- 
mended shelf  life  has  expired. 

Prepacked  foodstuffs  brought  to  the  Health  Department  by 
dissatisfied  customers  and  which  upon  examination  is  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  is  sometimes  found  to  have  been  pur- 
chased after  the  coded  date  shown  on  the  packet. 

The  Health  Committee  after  considering  reports  upon  food 
complaints  at  their  meetings  during  the  year  expressed  the  opinion 
that  all  prepacked  perishable  foods  should  bear  a date  stamp  which 
could  be  clearly  understood  by  members  of  the  trade  and  the  public 
alike. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Only  milk  of  specified  designations  may  be  sold  in  the  district. 
The  granting  of  Dealers  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  special  desig- 
nations is  the  responsibility  of  the  Durham  County  Council.  The 
County  Council  staff  take  samples  of  milk  for  examination  and  copies 
of  the  results  are  sent  to  the  Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  Council, 
Health  Department.  In  all  66  samples  were  reported  on,  the  results 
are  shown  in  the  table  below: 
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Designation 

Untreated 

• • • • 

. . 10 

Pasteurised 

• . • • 

. . 34 

Sterilised 

. . 

. . 22 

Test  Result 

Passed 

Failed 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

43 

1 

Phosphatase  Test 

34 

— 

Turbidity  Test 

20 

— 

Biological  Test  for  T.B. 

— 

— 

Antibiotic  Test 

10 

— 

107 

1 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  be  unsound  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered: 


Meat  at  Retail  shops 

Cwts. 

Lbs 

60 

Canned  Meat 

- — 

68 

Other  Canned  Foods 

1 

00 

Other  Foods  . . 

■ — 

52 

Frozen  Foods  due  to  cabinet  breakdown 

4 

72 

Total 

6 

28 

Food  Complaints 

Ten  complaints  regarding  food  sold  locally  were  made  to  the 
department.  Four  complaints  related  to  the  presence  of  mould,  two 
cases  concerned  the  finding  of  insects  in  the  food,  three  cases  con- 
cerned the  presence  of  foreign  objects  and  one  alleging  decompo- 
sition. 

These  complaints  were  investigated  and  appropriate  action 
taken  in  each  case. 

Prosecutions 

During  the  year  there  were  four  prosecutions  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  Three  of  these  prosecutions  were  succesful. 
There  were  also  six  prosecutions  taken  under  The  Food  Hygiene 
(Market  Stalls  & Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966  all  of  these 
were  successful. 

The  fines  and  costs  awarded  amounted  to  £90. 
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SECTION  F 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 


There  were  70  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  1970 
as  compared  with  15  for  1969.  Of  the  70  cases  57  were  measles. 

Measles 

After  a figure  of  7 measles  cases  notified  in  1969  there  was  a rise 
to  57  in  1970.  However  this  rise  was  much  lower  than  would  have 
been  expected  had  no  vaccination  against  the  disease  been  carried 
out.  In  a so  called  “measles  year”  a figure  of  150  - 250  would  have 
been  normal  before  measles  vaccine  was  brought  into  use. 

The  figure  does  indicate  that  further  effort  is  needed  in  order 
to  decrease  the  number  of  susceptable  children  in  the  Community. 


Scarlet  Fever 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis 

After  the  very  small  figures  for  1969  there  was  an  unfortunate 
rise  in  cases  during  1970.  9 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified  and  1 case  of  tuberculous  glands.  Although  this  seems  to 
be  a great  rise,  4 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  in  one  family. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

A computer  system  of  appointments  for  immunisation  and 
vaccination  applicable  to  general  practitioners  and  child  welfare 
centres  was  introduced  in  the  area  by  the  County  Council  in  1969. 

The  figures  for  immunisation  and  vaccination  in  the  district  are 
given  below: 


Diphtheria 

Figures  for  the  past  5 years  were  as  follows: 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Primary  Immunisation  0-15  years 

349 

346 

192 

264 

290 

Booster  Doses 

306 

471 

321 

480 

385 

Poliomyelitis 

Primary  Immunisation.  . 
Booster  Doses 

Whooping  Cough 

Primary  Immunisation 
Booster  Doses  . . 


. . 345 
. . 303 


. . 241 
. . 120 
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Smallpox 

211 

Primary  Immunisation. . 

Re-Vaccination 

4 

Measles 

Primary  Immunisation.  . 

386 

Rubella 

Primary  Immunisation 

114 

B.C.G. 

The  B.C.G.  scheme  for  vaccination  of  1 1 year  old  children  was 

carried  out  as  normal. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Chest  Physician 

tuberculin  positive 

cases  were  x-rayed. 

The  figures  were  as  follows: 

School 

Number 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Number 

Positive 

Per 

cent 

Positive 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Deanery  Secondary 

106 

14 

12.3 

88 

Hermitage  Secondary 

111 

13 

11.7 

89 

Total  . . 

217 

26 

11.9 

177 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1970 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  SINCE  1954 
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Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Para-typhoid 
fever) 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Food  Poisoning 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis  (Pul.) 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pul.) 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Encephalitis 
(Infective) 

Infective  Jaundice 
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